Message

From: Shenk, Kelly [fO=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=C18C4A63467E43C981E285FBBED6A297-KSHENK]

Sent: 8/31/2015 7:33:08 PM

BCC: Qurs, Jerry [jours@wvda.us]; Matt Monroe {(mmonroe@wvda.us) [mmonroe@wvda.us];
daniel.shortridge@state.de.us; Short, Austin (DDA) [Austin.Short@state.de.us]; maryellen.setting@maryland.gov;
Royden Powell -MDA- [royden.powell@maryland.gov]

Subject: FW: EPA Releases Report on Agriculture Programs in DE, MD, and WV - 3 press releases

Hi Colleagues, here are the EPA press releases for the three Animal Ag Program Assessment we released today for MD,
DE, and WY,

Kelly Shenk

Agricultural Advisor

EPA Region IITI Water Protection Division
shenk  kellyitepa. gov

418.267.5728

Mailing Address:

£ra Chesapeake Bay Program Offlce
418 Severn Avenus, Suite 112
Annapolis, MDD 21403

From: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency [mailto:noreply-subscriptions@epa.gov]

Sent: Monday, August 31, 2015 2:06 PM

To: Shenk, Kelly

Subject: EPA Releases Report on Agriculture Programs in DE, MD, and WV - 3 press releases

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION I - OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS & GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
1650 Arch Street Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103-2029
Phone - 215/814-5100 Fax - 215/814-5102

EPA Environmental News
Contact: David Sternberg (215) 814-5548 sternberg.david@epa.gov

EPA Releases Report on Delaware Agriculture Programs

(PHILADELPHIA - August 31, 2015) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced today it has
completed an evaluation of Delaware’s animal agriculture regulations and programs. The assessment is one of
six that the agency is conducting of state animal agriculture programs within the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.

EPA conducts periodic reviews of state programs as part of its oversight responsibilities under the Clean Water
Act. This assessment looked at Delaware’s implementation of federal and state regulatory programs, as well as
voluntary incentive-based programs to meet the nitrogen, phosphorus and sediment pollution reduction
commitments in its Watershed Implementation Plan under the Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum Daily Load or
TMDL.
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EPA will use the assessment along with its ongoing Chesapeake Bay TMDL evaluations to help ensure that
Delaware has the programs, policies, and resources necessary to succeed with its plan to meet the Chesapeake
Bay TMDL.

The assessment found that Delaware’s Nutrient Management Program has broad coverage, regulating over
1,000 farms throughout the state, including both crop and livestock farms. While regulated farms are required
to develop and implement nutrient management plans, farmers are not required to submit them to the Delaware
Department of Agriculture (DDA) for review or approval. DDA assists farmers in getting back into
compliance with their nutrient management plans, but does not take enforcement actions for noncompliance.

DDA 1s currently addressing several deficiencies in its data systems to improve its accounting of the number of
farmers that are covered under the regulations and the level of compliance with the nutrient management
regulations.

The assessment found that Delaware’s Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFO) program has issued
only one CAFO permit since 2010, with a backlog of approximately 440 farms that have applied for and are
waiting to receive CAFO permits. Delaware has committed to register 150 CAFOs under its permit program
by the end of 2015.

In addition, the assessment found that Delaware is relying heavily on voluntary agricultural cost-share
programs to increase implementation of conservation practices and on better data collection efforts to document
those practices that are already on the ground.

Along with the Delaware assessment, EPA also released its evaluations today of animal agriculture programs in
Maryland and West Virginia. The agency issued similar reports on animal agriculture programs in New York,
Pennsylvania, and Virginia earlier this year.

The reports are available at:

http://www.epa.gov/reg3wapd/tmdl/ChesapeakeBav/EnsuringResults html (Click on the Agriculture tab)

EPA Releases Report on Maryland Agriculture Programs

(PHILADELPHIA - August 31, 2015) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced today it has
completed an evaluation of Maryland’s animal agriculture regulations and programs. The assessment, which is
one of six that the agency is conducting of state animal agriculture programs within the Chesapeake Bay
Watershed, found that Maryland has a robust and well-implemented state program.

EPA conducts periodic reviews of state programs as part of its oversight responsibilities under the Clean Water
Act. This assessment looked at Maryland’s implementation of federal and state regulatory programs, as well as
voluntary incentive-based programs to meet the nitrogen, phosphorus and sediment pollution reduction
commitments in its Watershed Implementation Plan under the Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum Daily Load or
TMDL.

EPA will use the assessment along with its ongoing Chesapeake Bay TMDL evaluations to help ensure that
Maryland has the programs, policies, and resources necessary to succeed with its plan to meet the Chesapeake
Bay TMDL.
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The assessment found that Maryland’s Nutrient Management Program has broad coverage, regulating over
5,400 farms throughout the state, including both crop and livestock farms. In addition to requiring farmers to
develop and implement nutrient management plans, the program requires agricultural conservation practices
such as setbacks for nutrient applications next to streams, and livestock stream exclusion practices. Maryland
also finalized the Phosphorus Management Tool regulations in June 2015 which will help farmers properly
manage phosphorus, based on the latest science.

According to the assessment, Maryland’s Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFQO) program is well-
implemented and requires permit coverage for approximately 570 farms out of about 5,400 farms regulated by
the state Nutrient Management Program. The Maryland Department of the Environment issues CAFO permits,
conducts regular farm visits, and takes enforcement actions and issues fines for noncompliance.

Maryland has developed an Agricultural Certainty Program to further encourage farmers to implement
agricultural conservation and maintains the Maryland Agricultural Water Quality Cost Share Program which
provides funding to farmers to implement required conservation practices.

In addition to the Maryland assessment, EPA also released its evaluations today of animal agriculture programs
in Delaware and West Virginia. The agency issued similar reports on animal agriculture programs in New
York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia earlier this year.

The reports are available at:

http://www.epa.gov/regdwapd/tmdl/ChesapeakeBay/EnsuringResults html (Click on the Agriculture tab)

EPA Releases Report on West Virginia Agriculture Programs

(PHILADELPHIA - August 31, 2015) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced today it has
completed an evaluation of West Virginia’s animal agriculture regulations and programs. The assessment,
which is one of six that the agency is conducting of state animal agriculture programs in the Chesapeake Bay
Watershed, found that West Virginia is relying heavily on programs with voluntary participation to increase the
implementation of conservation practices to meet water quality goals.

EPA conducts periodic reviews of state programs as part of its oversight responsibilities under the Clean Water
Act. This assessment looked at West Virginia’s implementation of federal and state regulatory programs, as
well as voluntary incentive-based programs to meet the nitrogen, phosphorus, and sediment pollution reduction
commitments in its Watershed Implementation Plan under the Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum Daily Load or
TMDL.

EPA will use the assessment along with its ongoing Chesapeake Bay TMDL evaluations to help ensure that
West Virginia has the programs, policies, and resources necessary to succeed with its plan to meet Bay
restoration goals.

The assessment found that West Virginia’s Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) program has only
issued CAFO permits to two farms out of more than 2,600 West Virginia animal feeding operations in the
Chesapeake Bay watershed. EPA will continue to work with the West Virginia Department of Environmental
Protection to ensure compliance at animal feeding operations in West Virginia.
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The assessment also found that though West Virginia has a nutrient management program, most nutrient
management plans are voluntary under the program and are not assessed for compliance. West Virginia reports
that approximately 375 farms in the Chesapeake Bay watershed have active Nutrient Management Plans and
estimates that 95 percent of these are animal agriculture operations.

In addition, the assessment found that West Virginia is relying heavily on voluntary agricultural cost-share
programs to encourage farmers to voluntarily implement conservation practices.

In addition to the West Virginia assessment, EPA also released its evaluations today of animal agriculture
programs in Delaware and Maryland. The agency issued similar reports on animal agriculture programs in New
York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia earlier this year.

The reports are available at:

http://www.epa.gov/regdwapd/tmdl/ChesapeakeBay/EnsuringResults. html (Click on the Agriculture tab)

Environmental Protection Agency, 1650 Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029 United States
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